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Cage Card Identification Sheet 

The cards that we provide are to facilitate the communication between Comparative Medicine (CM) and research 

personnel regarding the health of individual animals, cage density and any other special instruction. All cages should be 

marked clearly with a cage card indicating the PI name, IACUC protocol, and animal information (sex, DOB, strain). If 

there is additional information to be communicated, one of the below colored cards should be placed in front of the 

regular card. If you have any suggestions for better indirect communication of this nature, it is highly recommended and 

welcomed. 

 

 

Request for Barcode Label Card – With the implementation of Topaz Elements 

as the replacement animal census management and billing software used by 

Comparative Medicine, barcoding cards became the standard for tracking census.  

The Request for Barcode Label card is a two-part perforated card that serves two 

purposes: when animals are weaned or when it is necessary to carry out a cage 

split (e.g. separating animals from one cage to more than one cage). The card 

fields are to be used to provide the needed information to accurately create census 

records in Topaz Elements.  Once the card is completed, the lower portion of the 

card must be turned in at any of the conveniently located card drop boxes and the 

upper section of the card placed in the cage card holder.  Comparative Medicine 

staff will create the census records based on the information provided and attach a 

barcode label on the upper portion of the cage card.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Breeding Record Card is to be used as a means of tracking breeding cage 

performance and as a tool for knowing when to wean offspring in accord with the 

provisions of your protocol. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newly Weaned Card is used as an indirect means of communicating to animal 

care, veterinary medical care, and research personnel that a cage may require 

frequent attention. Typically used for “poor doers” following weaning; where 

offspring survival is in question and may need supplemental care (e.g. DietGel 

76A) to carry them through the weaning period and to the point where they are 

consuming food and water as normal animals do. Diet Gel 76A 

(https://clearh2o.com/shop-for-research-products/products/dietgel-products.html) is the typical supplement provided. It 

provides for their high caloric nutritional and hydration needs. DietGel 76A is not normally stocked for general use and 

typically used as a clinical treatment as prescribed and directed by our veterinary medical staff. DietGel is however 

available for purchase through Comparative Medicine. If interested in obtaining this supplemental nutritional supply, 

simply send an email to cages@som.umaryland.edu or you may order directly through Animal Specialty and Provisions 

(http://animalspecialties.biz/) if you feel it would be helpful. If the latter, then please bear in mind this product has a shelf 

life (date code) and should be used on a first manufactured, first used basis and stored according to the manufacturer’s 

recommendations. The IACUC and AAALACi will check for an expired product so please take this into consideration. 
 

 

 

 
 

https://clearh2o.com/shop-for-research-products/products/dietgel-products.html
https://clearh2o.com/shop-for-research-products/products/dietgel-products.html
mailto:cages@som.umaryland.edu
mailto:cages@som.umaryland.edu
http://animalspecialties.biz/
http://animalspecialties.biz/


CM Version Date: 11/2019 

Singly Housed Animals Card is used to identify animals that are housed singly. On 

the card, provide the date, protocol number, and check off one of the justifications.  

Overcrowded Cage Card is used by Comparative Medicine staff to identify when 

there are too many animals in one cage. The reason for the overcrowded cage card is 

to communicate that there is an animal welfare concern due to there being too many 

animals in the cage. The Cage Population Density for Rodents policy 

(Guidelines - Animal Care Program) outlines housing densities based on the 

recommendations of the “Guide” and performance data / metrics assessed by 

Comparative Medicine administration.  

Weaning Cage Card is used when Comparative Medicine staff must wean an 

overcrowded cage. Once the cage has been weaned, the purple parent card is placed 

on the original cage where the offspring were weaned from.  All existing cards will 

remain in the cage card holder and not removed.  The From Cage portion of the card 

will be placed on the weanling cage(s). Because each Weaning Card set has a unique 

identifier, it should be easy to know which weaned cage belongs to which parent cage.  

Of course, subsequently a Request for Barcode Label card will need to be completed 

and attached to each newly created cage.   

Fasting Cage Card is to be used by the research personnel to communicate to 

Comparative Medicine that your animals are being fasted per an approved IACUC 

protocol. There are areas on the card for you to indicate start and stop date and times, 

and a contact number so that we can contact the appropriate research personnel if any 

issue arises.     

Diabetic Cage Card is to be used by research staff to communicate to Comparative 

Medicine that your animals are diabetic and are likely to require special attention by 

Comparative Medicine staff (e.g. frequent cage changes and replacement of water 

pouches as a consequence of diabetes).   

Feed Restriction Cage Card is to be used by research personnel to communicate to 

Comparative Medicine that your animals are on a feed restriction protocol and NOT 

to be fed by Comparative Medicine staff. This must be listed in the approved IACUC 

protocol. Once the card is placed in service, make sure that you are filling in the date 

and your initials to indicate that the animals were provided for.  Both the IACUC and 

AAALACi will be looking at these records so please make sure you or your staff 

complete them daily.   

https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/iacuc/Guidelines/Animal-Care-Program/
https://www.umaryland.edu/oawa/policies-procedures-guidelines
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Water Restriction Cage Card is to be used by research personnel to communicate to 

Comparative Medicine that your animals are on water restriction and NOT to be 

provided water by Comparative Medicine staff. This must be listed in the approved 

IACUC protocol. On the card make sure that you fill in the date and your initials to 

indicate that the animals were provided for.  Here again, both the IACUC and 

AAALACi will be looking at these records.   

 

 

Special Diet Cage Card will be used by research personnel to communicate to 

Comparative Medicine that your animals are on a different type of diet. This must be 

listed in the approved IACUC protocol.  On the card, make sure that you are providing 

the information that the card requires.  If Comparative Medicine can’t reach you in an 

event that diet is not available to the animal, please note we will provide our own 

standard diet. 

 

 

 

 

Special Water Cage Card will be used by research personnel to communicate to 

Comparative Medicine that your animals are on a different type of water. This must be 

listed in the approved IACUC protocol.  On the card, make sure that you are providing 

the information that the card requires. If Comparative Medicine can’t reach you in an 

event that water is not available, we will provide our own standard water.   

 

 

 

 

 

Experimental Animal Care Cage Card is a two-

sided card that is used if there is a situation where 

you would experimentally not want the cage to be 

disturbed by cage changing.  This must be listed in 

the approved IACUC protocol.  One side notifies 

everyone that the cage will not be handled by CM 

staff with the other side of the card indicating that 

care is returned to CM husbandry staff.  Animal care staff will still observe for cage condition, animal health status, and 

food and water availability.  If any conditions are found that require intervention, the PI will be contacted.  Please keep in 

mind that this card should be used when you are not exceeding the maximum cage change interval of 14 days unless the 

approved IACUC protocol justifies a longer duration (e.g. animals are singly housed to satisfy protocol needs).  If this 

will be the case, we recommend changing the cage prior to the start of the procedure.  Once the procedure terminates and 

the cage is returned to CM care, please turn the card over and it reads “Returned to Veterinary Resource Care.”  The 

animal care technician will then remove the card and resume normal animal care activities. 
 

 
Cage Change Record Experimental Animal Care Card is used when the research 

personnel will be taking care of cage change as stated in the approved IACUC 

protocol.  Monitoring for animal health, cage condition and food and water availability 

will still be carried out by Comparative Medicine, but the cage will not be changed.  

Please request cages in advance of the cage change date.  Please record the date the 

cage was changed.  The cage changing frequency is not to exceed 14 days unless the 

approved IACUC protocol justifies a longer duration (e.g. animals are singly housed to 

satisfy protocol needs). 
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Surgery / Procedural Cage Card is a two-sided 

card that must be used in accord with those 

protocols where a surgery / procedure is performed, 

and post-operative / procedural analgesics, or other 

treatments are mandated per your approved IACUC 

protocol.  The reverse side provides fields for 

documenting post-operative / procedural treatments.  

Please complete all fields as appropriate to your 

protocol(s).  

 

Request for Veterinary Staff Evaluation Card is used when Comparative Medicine 

or research personnel find an animal or a group of animals in distress or exhibiting 

clinical signs of diseases. If research personnel find an animal in those conditions you 

can either contact the animal caretaker (normal operational hours 8:00am-4:30pm M-

F, weekend mornings or holidays) or veterinary medical staff (normal operational 

hours 8:00am-4:30pm M-F, weekend mornings or holidays at 443-602-0690 after 

hours 443-835-9841).  Upon evaluation by veterinary medical staff, the card will be 

removed, and either be replaced with a yellow Clinical Treatment card (below) or they will call you for consultation on 

the disposition. 

 

 

Under Veterinary Care (Treatment) Card is used 

by Comparative Medicine veterinary medical staff 

to indicate the animal or group of animals are under 

their care. The treatment card will remain on the 

cage if treatments are prescribed. If research 

personnel elect to euthanize the animal(s) please 

write the euthanasia date on the card and place it on 

the clip board on the outside of the animal room. 

 

 

Animal Mortality Card is used by the husbandry staff to 1) identify mortality(s) 

found in a given cage, and 2) to provide a means for research staff to locate the animal 

should this be a need or provision of a protocol.  Each two-part card has a unique 

identifier (alpha-numeric string) with one portion of the card placed on the cage and 

the other placed with the expired animal(s).  Expired animals will be placed in the 

designated refrigerator/freezer for that building. Please note animal carcasses are 

picked up by EHS every Wednesday. 

 
 
 

 
Biohazard/Hazardous Agent Card was developed subsequent to an AAALACi 

recommendation for improvement (a mandatory item) and is used as a means of 

conveying 1) the type of agent used, 2) what agent is being used, and 3) for what 

period of time the agent is in use.  The card is two-sided; one side indicating “No 

Hazardous Agent in Use” with the opposite side indicating the type of agent used and 

other relevant information.  The card will be placed on the cage(s) upon animal receipt 

and housing with the “No Hazardous Agent in Use” visible.  When inoculating/dosing 

animals with agent, please turn the cards around and complete the opposite side.  

Likewise, when there is no longer a threat to human health, the card is to be turned 

back around with the “No Hazardous Agent in Use” showing.  When the cage is no 

longer in service (e.g. euthanized), please discard the card. 


