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Background and Significance



Methods
• Retrospective cohort study of 932 pediatric patients

• Analyzed whether healthcare providers followed Rwanda National 
Guidelines for pediatric patients in following areas:

• Recording weight at each clinical visit

• Providing Bactrim prophylaxis

• Screening for and providing appropriate treatment for TB

• Initiating patient on ART therapy appropriately (re: eligibility)

• Providing an appropriate ART regimen

• 90% threshold set for guideline compliance



Methods
• Data analysis involved using excel 

sheets to calculate proportions 

• Used Boolean logic and if-then 
statements to determine if compliant 
vs. non-compliant with guidelines



Results - Figure 1 & 2
• Compliance with care regarding 

weight check and Bactrim 
prophylaxis were both over 90%



Results - Figure 3a



Results - Figure 3b



Results - Figure 4



Results - Figure 5a



Results - Figure 5b



Discussion
• >90% pediatric patients received guideline compliant care for:

• Weight check at ART initiation

• Bactrim prophylaxis

• Screening for TB

• More complex guidelines led to decreased adherence:
• ART initiation

• Main reason: starting too early

• ART regimen

• Contraindications due to drug-drug interactions (TB treatment)



Future Directions
• High quality care requires continuously updating providers and regular 

mentorship to ensure providers understand rationale behind guidelines

• Follow-up with health-care provider adherence to guidelines today through 
current CDC-funded UMB mentorship program

• Regular quality improvement (projects ongoing at UMB Rwanda Office)



Our Reflections
• Caring for a patient is and will always be team-based
• Interprofessional care is essential for high-quality care
• A new perspective on health care delivery in a resource-limited country
• An appreciation for the history, culture, and people of Rwanda


