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Quick Survey!

On a Scale of 1 - 5, how do you rate your Green Purchasing knowledge? 

1 - I’ve never heard the term Green Purchasing before.

2 - Isn’t that where you only buy products that are the color Green?

3 - I’ve heard of Green Purchasing, but I’m not entirely sure how it relates to me.

4 - I understand Green Purchasing, but am always looking to increase my knowledge.

5 - I’m the Yoda of Green Purchasing!
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1. What is green purchasing? 
2. Laws and Regulations 
3. How to know that green products are actually green
4. Finding Green Products
5. Green Purchasing Reporting
6. Questions 
7. Conclude 

Agenda
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What is Green Purchasing and Why Does it Matter?
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What is Green Purchasing?

The procurement of “…products and services 

that have a lesser or reduced effect on human 

health and the environment when compared to 

competing products and services that serve the 

same purpose.”

AKA:
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP)
Sustainable Procurement
“Buying Green”
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“Environmentally preferable product or 
service” means a product or service that 
throughout the full life cycle: 
● is energy efficient, water efficient, 

bio-based, non-ozone depleting, made with 
recycled content, or nontoxic; or 

● has other attributes recognized as 
environmentally preferable by the Maryland 
Green Purchasing Committee

Maryland’s State Finance & Procurement Article §14–405

What are Environmentally Preferable Products?
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Green Purchasing Benefits

Environmental Benefits
• Helping Maryland meet its Sustainability 

Commitments
• Climate protection (reducing GHG emissions), 

conserving natural resources, promoting biodiversity 
• Reducing waste going to landfills and incinerators
• Preventing toxic chemical releases into the 

environment (protecting local air/water quality)

Health Benefits
• Avoiding toxic chemicals of concern (to protect 

workers and building occupants)
• Improving indoor air quality
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Economic Benefits

• Initial Cost Savings (reducing upfront costs by eliminating 
disposables, choosing remanufactured products)

• Lower Total Cost of Ownership (long-term savings 
through procurement of more efficient products)

• Best Value (additional benefits such as training, recycling, 
etc.)

Leading by Example



Green Purchasing Benefits in FY24
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EPP Statutes & Regulations
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Maryland has MANY statutes and regulations on EPP or 
relevant to green purchasing

Major laws
• Green Maryland Act (2010)
• Environmentally Preferable Procurement - 

Maryland Green Purchasing Committee (2014)

EPP Statutes & Regulations
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Maryland’s Green Purchasing Program
● Est. 2010 by the Green Maryland Act

● Inter-Agency Green Purchasing Committee
○ General Services (Chair & Provides Staffing)

○ Budget & Management

○ Commerce

○ Education

○ Environment

○ Health

○ Information Technology

○ Natural Resources

○ Public Safety & Correctional Services

○ State Treasurer

○ Transportation

○ University System of Maryland
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Promote Train
Develop policies 

& guidelines

Coordinate
Publish 
Specs

Report



“All procurement agencies shall purchase environmentally 
preferable products and services unless purchasing 
environmentally preferable products and services would 
limit or supersede any requirements under any provision 
of law or result in the purchase of products and services 
that:

(1) Do not perform adequately for the intended use;
(2) Exclude adequate competition; or
(3) Are not available at a reasonable price in a reasonable period of time.”

Maryland Regulation 21.11.07.09

EPP Requirements for State
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http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/comarhtml/21/21.11.07.09.htm


Green Purchasing Specs

Per statute, the Green Purchasing Committee approves and publishes 
“Environmentally Preferable Specifications” that Agencies shall then adopt

§14–405. 
 
(b)    (1)    To encourage the maximum purchase of environmentally preferable products and services, the Maryland Green 
Purchasing Committee established under § 14–410 of this subtitle shall establish environmentally preferable specifications to 
be adopted by State agencies.
        (2)    The environmentally preferable specifications shall be published and maintained online by the Maryland Green 
Purchasing Committee for use by State agencies.
    (c)    Each State unit shall review annually the procurement specifications currently used by the unit and, to the extent 
practicable:
        (1)    adopt the environmentally preferable specifications published by the Maryland Green Purchasing Committee; and
        (2)    revise the unit’s procurement specifications in accordance with § 14–410 of this subtitle.
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gsf&section=14-405&enactments=False&archived=False


What is a Green Purchasing Specification?

1. Prohibited Products 

2. Minimum Requirements

3. Product Recommendations 

4. Environmentally Preferable 
Purchasing Language  

5. Legislation, Statutes, 
Regulations

• Specifications include all relevant laws, 
statutes, and regulations. 

• If you don’t know what the minimum and 
statutory requirements are for products, neither 
will the vendors. 

• Green requirements have been vetted by 
the Committee. 

• Products meeting those requirements are shown 
to be commercially available on the market. 

• Environmental certifications referenced in 
the specification do not contribute to 
greenwashing. 
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What Categories are Covered by Green Specs? 
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Building Systems and Related Equipment  
● HVAC Systems
● Plumbing and Other Water Using 

Fixtures 
● Flooring and Adhesives

Electric Vehicles and Related Equipment 
● Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment

Electronics and Other Equipment  
● Electronic and IT Products
● Electronic and IT Product Disposal
● Appliances

Food and Food Service Supplies  
● Food Service Supplies 
● Shell Eggs  

Janitorial Supplies and Services
● Janitorial Supplies
● Janitorial Services
● Laundry Services

Landscaping Supplies 
●  Landscaping Aggregate
● Landscaping Compost
● Landscaping Mulch
● Landscaping Plants
● Landscaping Services
● Landscaping Soil Amendments
● Landscaping Supplies
● Integrated Pest Management (Indoor)
● Integrated Pest Management 

(Outdoor)

Lighting 

Office Supplies 
● Office Supplies (general)
● Waste and Recycling 

Containers  
● Batteries & Battery Chargers
● Paper Products
● Toner Cartridges

Organics Recycling  

Paints and Coatings   

Transportation and Related 
Maintenance 

●   Snow and Ice Control Products
● Engine Coolants (Antifreeze)
● Sealants

https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/BuildingSystems.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/ElectronicVehicles.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Electronics.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Food.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Janitorial.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Landscaping.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Lighting.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/OfficeSupplies.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Organics.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Paints.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Transportation.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Transportation.aspx


EPP Highlight: IT

Purchasing Electronic Products

“When purchasing an electronic product to be used by the 
State, a procurement agency shall purchase an electronic 
product that:

(1) Is listed and rated silver or gold on the EPEAT registry; or

(2) Meets nationally-recognized and consensus-based 
standards established by a comprehensive environmental 
rating system approved by the Department of Information 
Technology.”

21.11.07.13
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EPP Highlight: Office Supplies

Recycled Content — Paper Products

Paper and paper products purchased by the State 
must contain at least 80% post-consumer recycled 
content. 

If 80% post-consumer recycled content paper is not 
available, purchases must, at a minimum, comply with 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
Comprehensive Procurement guideline for federal 
procurement of paper and paper products containing 
recovered materials (40 C.F.R. Part 247). 
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How Do You Know Products and Services Are Actually Green?
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Is It Really Green? 

Green·wash (grēn'wŏsh’) – verb:
The act of misleading consumers 
about the environmental 
practices of a company or the 
environmental benefits of a 
product or service.
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No Greenwashing Allowed!

“A bidder or offeror for a 
procurement contract shall 
certify in writing that any 
claims of environmental 
attributes made relating to a 
product or service are 
consistent with the Federal 
Trade Commission’s 
Guidelines for the Use of 
Environmental Marketing 
Terms.”
Maryland’s State Finance & Procurement Article §14–410:
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What Makes an Ecolabel Credible?

• Created by an independent (third-party) entity

• Transparent and participatory

• Represents a leadership standard

• Addresses product performance

• Lists certified products

21

The Solution: Environmental Certification (aka Ecolabel) 



Approved Ecolabels 

22https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/ProcurementOfficers.aspx 

https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/ProcurementOfficers.aspx


Finding Green Products
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Rudolph Supply
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Green product categories: 

• Office supplies - Copy 
paper, folders, writing 
utensils, paper note 
pads, calendars, 
batteries

• Janitorial supplies - 
General purpose 
cleaners, tissue paper, 
soaps & sanitizers

• Electronics & IT - 
Printers

• Food serviceware - 
Paper cups, plates, 
bowls, cutlery

https://www.ecinteractive
plus.com/4751 

https://www.ecinteractiveplus.com/4751
https://www.ecinteractiveplus.com/4751


Rudolph Supply
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https://www.ecinteractiveplus.com/4751 

https://www.ecinteractiveplus.com/4751


Rudolph Supply
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https://www.ecinteractiveplus.com/4751 

https://www.ecinteractiveplus.com/4751


RGH/Staples
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Green product categories: 
• Office supplies - Toner cartridges, 

copy paper, folders, writing utensils, 
paper note pads, calendars

• Janitorial supplies - General 
purpose cleaners, tissue paper, 
soaps & sanitizers

• Electronics & IT - Printers, laptops, 
monitors

• Food serviceware - Paper cups, 
plates, bowls, cutlery

Sign up for an account by sending an 
email to rghe@ediversitynetwork.com:

mailto:rghe@ediversitynetwork.com


RGH/Staples
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RGH/Staples
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30

Amazon 
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Amazon 
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Grainger State of MD 
Contract Pricing

Alternate Green 
Product 

Environmentally 
Preferable Product & 

Attributes

Expected 
Delivery
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Home Depot https://ecoactions.homedepot.com/environmentally-preferred-products/ 

https://ecoactions.homedepot.com/environmentally-preferred-products/


BISM
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Link to 
ecommerce 
platform:
https://bism.or
g/bism-employ
s/state-produc
ts/ 

The GPC worked with BISM 
to develop a green 
purchasing guide for BISM’s 
products.  Categories 
include office supplies and 
janitorial supplies.

https://bism.org/bism-employs/state-products/
https://bism.org/bism-employs/state-products/
https://bism.org/bism-employs/state-products/
https://bism.org/bism-employs/state-products/


Maryland Correctional Enterprises
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https://mce.md.gov/Environment 

MCE has a page 
dedicated to their green 
products and initiatives!

Several options for 
green office furniture 
available!

https://mce.md.gov/Environment


Check IT Products on EPEAT
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https://www.
epeat.net/ 

https://www.epeat.net/
https://www.epeat.net/


37

Buy Recycled Guide 

The Buy Recycled Guide 

provides an overview of the 

Environmentally Preferable 

Products offered by some of 

the State vendors such as BISM, 

MCE, RGH, and Rudolphs!



Green Purchasing Reporting
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“On or before September 1 of each year, each procurement agency shall 

report to the Department of General Services on the agency’s 

procurement of environmentally preferable products and services during 

the preceding fiscal year, including the types and quantities of products 

and services procured. The report format shall be determined by the 

Department of General Services.”

State Agencies are Required to Report
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Maryland Regulation 21.13.01.14

https://dsd.maryland.gov/regulations/Pages/21.13.01.14.aspx


What are we asking for?
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Some categories we’re looking to see reporting on include:

1. Construction & Maintenance products (HVAC units, Piping, tools, hardware)
2. Electronic & IT Products, Appliances (computers, displays, servers, phones, 

imaging equipment, washers, vending machines, refrigerators, etc.)
3. Food Service Ware (disposable or reusable dishware, utensils, paper napkins, 

etc.)
4. Janitorial Supplies (cleaners, disinfectants, cleaning supplies)
5. Lighting Products (lightbulbs, lamps, fixtures)
6. Office Supplies (copy paper, notebooks, pads, toners & cartridges, pens, etc.)
7. Paints & Coatings
8. Landscaping Supplies (compost, mulch, fertilizer, pesticides, lawn equipment)



Are P-Card Purchases Included?
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Short answer - Yes! The reporting 
requirements cover ALL purchases.

We understand there is currently no way 
to run a report for green products, so the 
GPC has a p-card reporting document that 
agencies may use to help users track 
p-card purchases.



Who Sends Data to Us? 

1. The following SW vendors
Acme Eldsi RGH Enterprises
AJs Fastenal Rudolphs
ATS FPC Holdings/Brady Plus Sharp
BISM Grainger Toshiba
Canon Graybar Xerox
Cartridge Plus MCE
Daly Ricoh

2. State Agencies (procurements outside of SW contracts)

The GPC requests data from 20 different vendors and 80 agencies. Some 
vendor reports exceed over 50,000 line items!  
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Reporting Template
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Included Data Points:
● Invoice Date
● Vendor 
● State Agency 
● Product Category
● Manufacturer
● Product Number 
● Product Description 
● Material Type
● Product Weight
● Environmental 

Certifications
● Post Consumer 

Recycled Content
● Total Recycled 

Content



P-Card Tracking
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Green Purchasing Tools and Resources
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GPC Website 
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Where Do I Find GPC Specifications?
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What Laws, Statutes, and 
Regulations Apply to Green 
Purchasing? 



Get Involved! 

Attend GPC Meetings 

Participate in working meetings 
and sourcing teams.

Help with spec development. 

• See a product category with 
“green” potential? Let us 
know! 
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https://forms.gle/fG4Y9SFT5jqY6nNh8


Your Work Matters!
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By choosing the greener product or service, the State can cut 
down its environmental footprint, while also supporting public 

health and paving way for the green economy. 
 

Annual Spend by State of Maryland: 
$7 billion+ in Goods and Services 



Green Purchasing Contacts

Sam Linton 

Green Purchasing Data Coordinator & Staff, Maryland Green 
Purchasing Committee 

Sam.Linton@maryland.gov

Victoria Nellis

Green Purchasing Program Manager & Staff, Maryland Green 
Purchasing Committee

Victoria.Nellis@maryland.gov
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General Inquiries

DGS.BuyGreen@Maryland.gov

mailto:Sam.Linton@maryland.gov
mailto:Victoria.Nellis@maryland.gov


Questions?
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