A PROPOSAL to AMEND and make ADDITIONS to the USGA By-Laws, Article V, Section 4, Paragraph A.
WHEREAS, the USGA is a body made up of elected representatives that in addition to their duties as Senators must maintain their status as students in good standing within the university, and
WHEREAS, some Senators have unavoidable conflicts with classes or other scholastic obligations preventing them from attending meetings as required, and

WHEREAS, some schools and/or programs fail to hold elections for Senatorial positions, or fail to provide for alternates as allowed by the USGA Constitution, and

WHEREAS, at least in part due to the reasons as stated above, the USGA has historically been unable to meet the requirement for a quorum in nearly every meeting for the past two years, and

WHEREAS, the USGA By-Laws Article V, Section 4, Paragraph A regarding a quorum currently reads, “A quorum for all Senate meetings shall be a majority of the current voting membership,” and 
WHEREAS, the standing rules of the USGA, unless otherwise stated in the By-Laws or Constitution, conform to Roberts Rules of Order, and

WHEREAS, Robert’s Rules of Order maintain that no business may be conducted by a voting group which does not reach a quorum, and

WHEREAS, the past procedure used in acknowledgement of this problem, i.e. moving to set aside the quorum rule proposed to and passed by a body that does not constitute a quorum, is clearly in contravention of both the spirit and letter of the rules of order, and

WHEREAS, an alternate solution is suggested by Robert’s Rules of Order, and exercised by such prestigious bodies as the British House of Lords,
I HEREBY RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL:

That a body which under the current By-Laws constitutes a quorum vote to:

AMEND Article V, Section 4, Paragraph A to Read as follows:


“A quorum for all Senate meetings shall be 15 duly elected Senators or their alternates.” 

AND to
ADD the following Subparagraphs:

“a. Notwithstanding the above general rule, no number of Senators or their alternates shall constitute a quorum unless the said Senators or alternates represent at least four of the seven principal schools of the University.

b. For purposes of this paragraph only, the seven principal schools shall mean: The School of Law, The School of Medicine, The Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, The School of Nursing, The School of Pharmacy, The School of Social Work and The Graduate School.
c. Notwithstanding the general rule, should the elected membership fall below thirty persons then a quorum for all Senate meetings shall be a simple majority of the current elected membership.”

Submitted September 24, 2004, by James Shepard, USGA Interim President.

Approved by unanimous vote October 13, 2004

