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USGA Senate Meeting Minutes
Tuesday December 2, 2008
Call to Order – Jannet
Roll Call – Melody

Swear in new Senators – Jannet 
Approval of Minutes – minutes approved
New Business
· Financial Aid (Patricia Scott & Chandra Carter) – Offices located 2nd floor of HSHSL. Chandra is available to all students as an invaluable resource (ccart005@umaryland.edu), including budget questions, transition to employment, reviewing of offer packages.  Patricia talked about the Higher One card, which will be mailed to ALL students.  The office is strongly encouraging students to choose the ACH option, which will keep students from having to open a new “bank” account.  Even if you don’t have loans, keeps the card in case you apply later.  Only one card per student per the time he or she is at UMB.  If you throw it away, takes 7-10 days to replace (there is a $20 replacement fee).  Be on the look out for an e-mail about this card later this week and the cards should be mailed starting next week. 
Reports

· Jannet’s President report – snacks will be at both HSHSL library (12/8-12/17) and law library (12/8-12/18), 1-4 PM.  $1500 was allotted to HSHSL for snacks and Jannet will be purchasing for law.
· Melody’s VP report – no report
· Tom’s Treasurer report - $39506.40 in bank. Mandatory funding meeting for groups requesting funding in spring (is not required if they attended Tom’s funding meeting in fall), January 20, 6PM, Multipurpose room. 
· Julia’s Secretary report – Reminder, student lunch this Thursday, MSTF, 11-2.  Still looking for volunteers.
· Evan’s Parliamentarian report – no report.
· Cyndi’s PR report – Thanks for a great semester!
· USMSC report (Melinda Wilson) – Last meeting talked about textbook summit and amethyst initiative.  Talk of an increase in tuition.  Next meeting will review student regent candidates. In late January or early February, Annapolis 101 will take place. See Melinda or Brian Saxton if you have certain agenda items you would like presented.
Old Business 
· Operations and Programming budget – Operations budget of $5840 presented last week.  Motion to approve passed (35Y, 0N, 0A).  Programming budget of $26783 presented. Motion to approve passed (34Y, 0N, 0A). 
· Voting on Funding Guideline changes 

· Standing order 1.2.B.5 (penalizing groups who do not attend both USGA funding meetings up to 50%).  Amendment to set penalty to 30% passed (21Y, 16N, 1A). Motion to allow standing order change passed (23Y, 12N, 2A).

· Motion to add 6c to standing order (to void check after 60 calendar days after the end of the semester and for groups losing checks being charged a $30 cancel check fee) passed (35Y, 1N, 2A).

· Motion to allow an electronic spreadsheet in funding packet approved (37Y, 0N, 0A).
· Voting on Constitutional changes 
· Motion to postpone indefinitely amendment to article II as presented previously passed (24Y, 3N, 1A).

· Motion to amend article IV: section 2D passed (31Y, 9N, 0A).
· Motion to amend article VII: section 2, add B passed (19Y, 17N, 2A).

· Motion to amend standing order to include student groups make a conscious effort (i.e. look at calendar when choosing dates failed (11Y, 21N, 3A).

· Nominations and election of Chief of PR – Elena Gianulis accepted nomination.  Vote for Elena unanimous.
Announcements 
USGA Student Appreciation Luncheon 12/4 from 11-2pm @ MSTF Atrium
USGA Senate Meeting 1/28/09 5:30pm @ Student Center
Congrats to our Fall 08 graduates!! 
CAMPUS-WIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Project Jump Start Winter Fundraiser  
DECEMBER 5th at PICKLES PUB from 6:30-10:30PM 
$10 at the door for a wristband to receive food and specials. 
Come out and support Jump Start so we can continue to serve our homeless population.
Indian Association's Winter Holiday Celebrations 
Come and join the IA and celebrate the winter holiday season with an Indian flair. 
Also enjoy delicious desi food and music.  
When: Friday, December 5, 2008.  The actual program starts at 7 pm. 
Members of the IA executive board for 2009 will be elected prior to that (6-7 pm). 
Location: Student Center conference room (222 N. Pine Street) 
Entry is free. All are welcome. 
For further information contact: ia.weeklybulletin@gmail.com 

Jewish Student Association:  Festival of Lights at our annual inter-graduate school Chanukkah Bash!  Eat potato latkes, spin dreidels, and bring your friends!
Date: Monday, Dec 8, 2008; 
Time: 12:15pm - 2:00pm.  
Location: Student Lounge on the first floor of Bressler  
Contact: Talia Landau tland003@umaryland.edu 

ISO: World Crafts Workshop and Supper
Join ISO on December 8 from 5:30 till 7:30 in the Student Center’s Multi-Purpose room for a holiday crafts workshop. ISO will provide soups, snacks, and supplies. Please call 410 706-7117 for more information for henna and other crafts. Co-sponsored by USGA.

USAD: We invite all to join us at our PRE-KWANZAA CELEBRATION.   
This is a non-religious holiday that celebrates Family, Community, and Culture through Unity, Self Determination, Collective Work and Responsibility, Cooperative Economics, Purpose, Creativity, and Faith.  We welcome people of all backgrounds and students from all the seven schools. 
When: Friday, December 12, 2008, 6:15pm-8:30pm 
Where: Student Center, Multipurpose room, 2nd Floor 
FREE for all! Food will be provided. 
This event is sponsored by USAD and USGA. 
For more information contact usad@umaryland.edu
