USM Policy Outline

Major Goal: Have all the USM Institutions operate under the guidelines of the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment (APUPCC) 
1.Cut Carbon 

· Carbon Footprint- Conduct an inventory of the USM to determine the overall carbon footprint (they are in the process). Then cut CO2 to 1990 levels.

· Efficiency – Take basic steps to ensure that all the electrical use is efficient

· Green Buildings- Have LEED silver certification as a minimum standard for all new buildings built in the USM.  Retrofit most old buildings to meet LEED standards LEED= (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design).  

· Technology – Implement the use of basic energy efficiency technology: efficient light bulbs, appliances, etc. 

· Telecommute – Establish a policy to encourage employees at the various USM institutions to telecommute. This will cut carbon in daily transit.  

· Clean and Mass Transportation- Purchase Hybrid Fuel Efficient Vehicles and encourage carpooling/mass transportation for faculty and students where resources will allow. 

 2. Buy Clean Energy

· Clean Energy – Amend state policy to require bulk clean energy purchasing for all the USM institutions. 

 3. Education and Awareness

· Class – Establish a class for all schools in the system to educate students about climate change and sustainability 

· Research – Establish the USM as a major enterprise for research on climate change.  This includes clean technology breakthroughs, climate adaptation, urban sprawl, and carbon sequestration. 

