
ergy of collaboration!  Thanks 
to your help and the help of 
other student leaders, we 
gathered and personally de-
livered more than a thousand 
signatures.  In addition, stu-
dents wrote hundreds of let-
ters and emails, voiced con-
cerns by phone, and made 
some memorable appear-
ances in Annapolis!  We dem-
onstrated timely actions dur-
ing a busy time in the aca-
demic year that was much 
appreciated and noticed by 
President Ramsay, other ad-
ministrators, and our legisla-
tors! 
 
Please do not hesitate to con-
tact me with questions, con-
cerns, or ideas.  The great-
ness of UMB as a whole is a 
result of our many talented 
and successful individual stu-
dents.   

by Jessie O’Kane 
 
The USGA is the student gov-
ernment for the entire UMB 
campus. These are things we 
worked on over the past se-
mester. 
 
Uniting Students  
The USGA helps students from 
all UMB work together towards 
common goals.  To this end, 
we, with the help of the school 
student government Presi-
dents, have put together a 
comprehensive list of student 
organizations.  In addition, this 
list has been sorted to help you 
identify student groups that 
have interests that parallel 
yours interests.  This is a new 
and valuable resource that can 
help unite and synergize the 
efforts of our student body. Go 
to our website and click “UMB 
Student Organizations” to find 

this list. 
 
Proving funding  
The USGA will allocate $15-
20K for student organizations 
for the upcoming semes-
ter.  Our funding guidelines for 
Spring 2008 are 
posted.  Please read them 
carefully as many rules have 
clarified penalties.    
 
Making it happen:   
Students who budget time 
wisely and allocate time to ex-
tracurricular activities have a 
more enriched college experi-
ence.  If you use your time ju-
diciously, you may just find you 
have some time to gain volun-
teer and leadership experi-
ence.  
 
MD BUDGET STUFF 
We all did a great job advocat-
ing – We confirmed the syn-

By Jannet Hseih,  

Welcome to the USGA Re-

cap! Your primary senators 

and executive board have 

been busy writing and 

we’re excited to complete 

our first publication of the 

year :) 

The USGA Recap was cre-

ated last year as a source 

of information to help keep 

students informed about 

what the USGA did in our 

senate meetings and the 

different events the USGA 

hosts. 

We hope that you will read 

through our newsletter and 

learn about what happens 

around the campus. 

ENJOY!  

Welcome Back UMB Students! 
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ò...discuss practical 

applications of 

Social Networking 

tools.ó 

Special Presentations to the Senate 

By Felicia Washington & 
Anthony Tommassello 
 
Dr. Anthony Tommasello 
spoke to the USGA on 
September 17, 2007 
about the introduction of 
a new program on cam-
pus called,  the Interpro-
fessional Drug and Alco-
hol Program (IDAP). This 
is a campus level pro-

gram comprised of fac-
ulty from each school.  
 
The program is con-
cerned with ensuring that 
all of our students are 
provided information of 
drug abuse and addiction 
screening, assessment, 
and referral in the core 
curriculum of their 
schools.  

After introducing IDAP, I 
described a project in 
which IDAP was offering 
$500 awards to schools 
for the purpose of pro-
moting activities by stu-
dents to develop aware-
ness campaigns.  
 
Unfortunately no funding 
requests were received 
this year. 

also offered to do a one-

hour Introduction to Me-

dia Relations for the 

USGA students.  

Mr. Fishel taught a 

course on Media Rela-

tions for four years at 

Towson University. If you 

wish to contact Ed Fishel, 

By Ben Ossai & Ed Fishel 

UMB News Bureau Direc-

tor Ed Fishel spoke to the 

USGA Senate on Sep-

tember 26, 2007. His top-

ics included introduction 

of UMB Alerts, off-

campus publicity for stu-

dent organizations. He 

his email address is efis-

hel@umaryland.edu and 

his phone number 410-

706-UMAB. 

 

 

that affect the work of the 
university. 
 
The all day symposium 
will feature a speaker, 
followed by a panel of 
experts that will discuss 
practical applications of 
Social Networking tools. 
The afternoon will be re-
served for hands-on 
practical time to experi-
ment with tools in an in-
formal setting. Join us for 

a free breakfast at the 
SON and a late afternoon 
reception on the 5

th
 floor 

of the library. 
 
Keep your eyes open for 
additional information, or 
visit http://
www.hshsl.umaryland.ed
u/main.html 
 
Social Networking Sym-
posium -  April 10, 2008 

By Kelly Hawkins &  

Alexa Mayo &  

Stephanie Warlick  

In April 2008 the HS/HS 
Library will be hosting a 
campus-wide event to 
explore the use of social 
networking tools such as 
Facebook, YouTube, and 
digg in an academic envi-
ronment.  The content of 
the day will address 
trends and technologies 

U S G A  R E C A P  

Interprofessional Drug and Alcohol Program (IDAP) 

Are you connect.ed? Social networking tools for  

collaboration, teaching, & learning

 

Publicizing Your Events  

News Bureau Director Ed Fishel speaks 

to the USGA Senate on Sept. 26, 2007 

http://www.hshsl.umaryland.edu/main.html
http://www.hshsl.umaryland.edu/main.html
http://www.hshsl.umaryland.edu/main.html
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By Brian Ellsworth &  
Deborah Sturpe 
 
Dr. Sturpe visited the USGA 
Senate on November 14, 
2007 to announce the oppor-
tunity to participate in a focus 
group for a research study to 
be based around the topic of 
Women's Health. A student 
research project on emer-

gency contraception (Plan B) 
is examining what students 
know about it.  First Dr. 
Sturpe would like to validate 
the study with 2 focus group, 
1 to test the questionnaire 
and the other to test the 
method of measurement.  
The details aren't fully dis-
closed because of the limita-
tions given by the Institu-

tional Review Board (IRB), 
but those that volunteered to  
participate will be notifed 
shortly.  
 
If you are interested in par-
ticipating in this focus group, 
please contact Dr. Sturpe at 
dsturpe@rx.umaryland.edu 

friendly.  UMB has become 
an active member and has 
worked to make the 

change. 
 The week of January 28, 
2008 to February 1, 2008 was 
the University of Maryland Balti-
more’s Climate Awareness 
week.  The week was filled with 
activities to raise awareness and 
gain support for the MSCC Cli-
mate campaign. The environ-
mental groups from the different 
schools of the campus worked 
together to host a week of envi-

By Andy York, SOP 
 
The University of Maryland, Balti-
more has joined the Maryland 
Student Climate Coalition to unite 
with the other schools of Univer-
sity of Maryland.  The MSCC is a 
coalition of the schools in the Uni-
versity of Maryland System that 
are advocating for system-wide 
changes that will make the univer-
sity system more environmentally 

ronmental activities.  The week featured a 
daylong teach-in at the law school, an eco- 
fair on Friday, and the implementation of the 
long awaited recycling program.  The Eco-
fair took place in the MSTF Atrium from 11-
2.  The week finished off with a “Save the 
Ales” Social event and Fundraiser at Pickles 
at 7 PM. 
 The UMB campus will remain an 
active member of the MSCC and will con-
tinue to work to gain support for the cam-
paign.  For more information please visit the 
website of the USGA Climate Committee at 
http://www.umaryland.edu/usga/
documents%2007-08/Climate%

were able to arrange for 50 
more. 
 
Lexington Garage 
The following improvements 
were made in the Lexington 
Street garage (student ga-
rage) 

¶ Interior lighting was re-
placed on each level. 

¶ Stairwells and elevators 
doors were repainted. 

¶ Reserved motorcycle 
parking was added. 

¶ A new bike rack was in-
stalled in a reserved 

area. 

¶ The interior wall and stall 
bumpers were painted 

¶ New reflective padding 
was added on outside 
posts. 

 
Items which still need to be 
completed: 

¶ Stairwells lights to be 
replaced 

¶ Trench drains are to be 
replaced throughout fa-
cility 

¶ Facility re-striped after 
trench drain project. 

By Elena Gianulis &  
Robert Milner 
 
On September 11, 2007, Mr. 
Robert Milner spoke to the 
USGA Senate about 
changes in regards to park-
ing on the UMB Campus. 
 
Student Bio-Park Garage 
Arrangement 
 The agreement with the Bio-
Park garage was mentioned 
which allowed 150 students 
to park for the semester for 
$100. The initial agreement 
was for 100 students and we 

UMB Climate Campaign 

òé[agreement] 

allowed 150 

students to park 

[at the BioPark 

Garage] for the 

semester for 

$100.ó 

Women’s Health Survey 

Parking Changes on the UMB Campus 
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Project Jump Start 

Muslim Student and Scholarôs Association 

By Radia Husain & 
Fariha Quasem, MSSA 
 
Muslim Student and 
Scholars Association’s 
(MSSA) goal is to pro-
mote a sense of commu-
nity within affiliates of the 
various graduate schools 
of University of Maryland, 
Baltimore (UMB) through 
religious, social and edu-
cational activities.

   
MSSA 

was successful with their 
goal this past fall semes-
ter due to the continued 
support from USGA. 
 
One of the main events 
held by the MSSA was 
the Ramadan fast-
breaking dinners.   In the 
Islamic calendar, Rama-
dan is a very special and 
spiritual time, when Mus-
lims fast from dawn till 
dusk.   During this month, 
Muslims often congre-
gate with their communi-
ties and families to break 

their fast and pray to-
gether.  To continue this 
tradition, the MSSA 
served free dinners to 
everyone on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays during 
Ramadan. Members of 
the MSSA, as well as 
non-members, faculty 
and staff of the University 
of Maryland were all in-
vited to the dinners.  Ap-
proximately 40 people 
attended each dinner and 
took advantage of the 
great opportunity to enjoy 
a hearty meal as they 
learn about this important 
spiritual time for Muslims. 
 
In addition, the MSSA 
held their annual fall din-
ner in November, which 
was also open to the en-
tire UMB community.  A 
guest speaker spoke 
about women in Islam 
followed by a delicious 
buffet of free Indian food.   
Approximately 85 guests 

from the various gradu-
ate programs came to-
gether and were able to 
learn about Islam and 
Muslims through the 
speaker and the various 
literature pamphlets 
available. The MSSA 
was pleased with the 
turnout of the fall dinner, 
and looks forward to next 
year’s dinner. 
 
The MSSA would like 
thank everyone who at-
tended the events and 
would like to give special 
thanks to USGA for sup-
porting these events by 
its continued financial 
assistance and status as 
a supported organization.  
MSSA is excited about 
the spring semester and 
the many events they 
plan on hosting.   Keep a 
look out for the next 
event! 
 

most affected by these 

imbalances.  This en-

deavor will rely on the mu-

tual friendship, trust, and 

efforts of those involved.  It 

is our mission to help 

homeless citizens, while 

creating a permanent ar-

rangement between the 

University and the sur-

rounding area. This experi-

ence will benefit students, 

faculty, and the clients by 

allowing them to partici-

www.umbprojectjumpstart.org 

 

 Project Jump Start 

will be a program dedicated to 

ameliorating homelessness in 

the community we serve. This 

will be an interdisciplinary, 

student-run organization to 

achieve a better understand-

ing of the inadequacies and 

injustices that exist within our 

society, while simultaneously 

offering assistance to those 

pate in an interdisciplinary 

team while understanding and 

addressing the myriad determi-

nants and consequences of 

homelessness.   

 

For more information contact: 

Dan Andersen 

danderse@epi.umaryland.edu 

Project Jump Start 

hosts bi -weekly 

food drives on 

Tuesdays and Fri-

days in Pharmacy 

Hall Lounge.   

U S G A  R E C A P  

Henna art done 

at the MSSA An-

nual Dinner on 

November 27, 

2007 in MSTF 

Atrium  
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By Yue Daniel Zhu, ISO 
 
International Student Or-
ganization (ISO) at Univer-
sity of Maryland at Baltimore 
aims to promote cross-
cultural exchange and a bet-
ter understanding among 
international students and 
the entire UMB community. 
To this end, ISO sponsors a 
number of well-attended 
cultural/educational/social 
events throughout the year. 
These activities are hosted 
either by the ISO, as a 
whole, or by its two sub-
groups, the Chinese Stu-
dents and Scholars Associa-
tion (CSSA) and the Indian 
Association (IA).  Everyone 
on this campus is welcomed 
to attend any or all of these 
events. University Student 
Government Association 
(USGA) has been support-
ing ISO tremendously in the 
past. Although ISO and its 
subgroups hold small fund-
raisers to help support their 

operating expenses 
(including food served at 
meetings, etc.), these fund-
raisers are only modestly 
successful. In the fall 
2007, with the support from 
USGA and the school, ISO 
and its subgroups was able 
to sponsor several cultural 
events listed below.  
 
ISO’s signature fall event is 
the International Dessert 
Fest. This year’s event was a 
great success. More than one 
hundred and twenty people 
attended. It took place on 
Thursday, November 15, 
2007, in MSTF Atrium. Inter-
national students were of-
fered beverages, sweets and 
savories from many of their 
countries. Two dance instruc-
tors were invited to teach the 
essentials of tango and salsa 
in the event. The attendants 
enjoyed the food and dance 
class very much. The event 
has been covered by the 
school newspaper, campus-

connectiononline. ISO charged $2 for admis-
sion for this event. The sponsorship of USGA 
has been emphasized throughout the event.  
 
CSSA’s primary fall event was its annual 
Moon Festival Party, a traditional cultural fes-
tival in China. The event was held on Septem-
ber 22, 2007, in MSTF Atrium. The cost was 
$2 for pre-registration or advance-purchase or 
$3 at the door, and free for young children. 
The Moon Festival offered a delicious catered 
dinner, entertainment, and prizes. It drew an 
enormous crowd (around 300) from the 
school community. In addition, a Chinese film 
with English subtitles was played in the event 
as entertainment. The film was donated by 
the International Exchange Institute.   
 
The IA’s major fall event was Diwali. Delicious 
food, cultural performances, and prizes are 
the hallmark of this annual festival of lights, 
held in October 26, 2007. This year, the event 
was fully covered by the school newspaper, 
campusconnectiononline.  
 
On behalf of ISO and its subgroups, we thank 
USGA and the school for the support. We 
look forward to working with you in the New 
Year.  

with “Let’s Talk About It”, a 
panel discussion on financial 
and personal well-being 
hosted at Peace and a Cup 
of Joe. This event featured 
food, giveaways, and expert 
advice on stress manage-
ment and personal finance 
strategies. 
 
This year’s Pan African Festi-
val took place in the audito-
rium of MSTF.  The goal of 
this event is to showcase the 
cultural diversity of people of 
African Descent, through 
food, music, and art. The 
Festival featured a steel 
drum band, raffle prizes, and 
food from all over the African 
Diaspora. 

USAD’s 14
th
 annual Pre-Kwanzaa 

festival was also held at Peace 
and a Cup of Joe.  Attendees 
learned about the symbolism 
associated with Kwanzaa 
decorations and were given 
the opportunity to express 
what the Nguzo Saba (Seven 
Principles) of Kwanzaa meant 
to them.  This year participants 
enjoyed traditional African 
story telling as well as a deli-
cious assortment of food. 
 
USAD would like to thank eve-
ryone who participated in mak-
ing the Fall 2007 semester a 
huge success.  We invite eve-
ryone to come out and support 
our upcoming events for 2008!! 

By Gerald Gantt, USAD 
 
The United Students of Afri-
can Descent (USAD) began 
the fall semester with a Mix 
and Mingle in the Student 
Center. The event is one of 
their popular semester kick 
offs designed to welcome old 
members and introduce new 
members to USAD.  This 
year’s event was complete 
with a PowerPoint of pictures 
of past events as well as in-
formation about upcoming 
events for the semester.  
Door prizes, ice breakers, 
and food helped to make the 
event interactive and fun. 
 
USAD followed this event 

òUSAD would 

like to thank 

everyone who 

participated in 

making Fall 2007 

a huge success.ó 

United Students of African Descent  
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òOrganizations 

will now be docked 

60% of the 

allocated funding 

for the event if 

they do not follow 

the rules éó 

USGA Officer Reports  
Greetings from the 
USGA Treasurer. I 
wanted to let you know 
about changes to the 
USGA funding guidelines 
and procedures for the 
Spring 2008.  
 
The two biggest changes 
are in advertising penal-
ties and instituting a short 
meeting to review the 
funding documentation, 
expectations and proce-
dures. 
The funding guidelines 
are also being sent out 
so you can read the 
document. The full fund-
ing guideline package is 
on the USGA Finance 
site (http://
www.umaryland.edu/
usga/resources/
finances.html). 
 
Important Dates   

¶ February 1
st
, 2008 – 

Funding Guidelines 
due  

¶ February 6
th
, 2008 – 

Funding Presentation 
Meeting  

¶ February 20
th
, 2008 – 

Funding Voting Meet-
ing  

 
Advertising Penalty   
Organizations will now be 
docked 60% of the allo-
cated funding for the 
event if they do not follow 
the rules as followed: 

¶ USGA must be iden-
tified as a co-sponsor 

on all advertising. 

¶ Organizations must 
advertise at least two 
weeks prior to the 
event on campus. 

¶ Organizations must 
place an advertise-
ment in the  
USGANews going 
out at least two 
weeks prior to the 
event (keep in mind 
that USGANews 
goes out every Sun-
day). 

 
Adequate advertising is 
essential to ensure that 
all students are made 
aware of UMB events 
that are supported by 
their student fees. This 
enhances student partici-
pation and, conse-
quently, fair distribution 
of student fees. 
 
Penalty Appeals Proc-
ess   
The appeals process for 
penalties have also 
changed, because the 
prior process created an 
unattainable situation for 
the organizations. Or-
ganizations will now have 
30 days  upon notification 
of a penalty to appeal the 
penalty. The appeal will 
be heard at the next sen-
ate meeting. 
 
Meeting schedules and 
order   
The funding meetings are 

scheduled for February 
6

th
 and 20

th
, 2008. The 

order of the presenta-
tions will be based on the 
order in which the hard 
copy of the funding re-
quests are received. The 
order will be sent out by 
the treasurer before the 
first funding meeting and 
will be the same for both 
the presentation and vot-
ing meetings. 
 

Communication   
All questions, emails and 
notifications should go to 
the email account usga-
treasurer@lists.rx.umaryl
and.edu. Please be sure 
to check emails at least 
once a day during the 
funding process. 
 
Funding Guideline Re-
view/Assistance   
Please notify the USGA-
Treasurer@lists.rx.umary
land.edu to meet with 
individual school student 
government association 
meetings or student or-
ganizations 
 
End of the semester   
The end of the Spring 
2008 semester is May 
16

th
, 2008. Please have 

all relevant documenta-
tion in at that time. 
 
Thanks, Tom Dunn 
USGA Treasurer  

U S G A  R E C A P  

http://www.umaryland.edu/usga/resources/finances.html
http://www.umaryland.edu/usga/resources/finances.html
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Last November, the Pennington Group took 

on the Maryland Food Bank. It was a blast 

and a half sorting through cans of cranberry 

sauce in preparation for the Thanksgiving 

holiday. Pennington met and collaborated 

with some fun and interesting individuals from the Navy 

as the race to complete the day's work was afoot. Cans, 

Comedy, and Comraderie flew literally and figuratively 

around the room for 3.5 hours during this fun experience!! 

            This semester will see big things coming from the 

Pennington Group. There are plans to support the Ameri-

can Lung Association in March with a trek from Camden 

Yards to M&T Bank Stadium, with tailgate party follow-

ing. We will participate in beautification efforts by assist-

ing in litter removal from prominent rivers. We will col-

laborate with the newly organized UMB Outreach group to 

participate in some other projects, and much more. Stay 

tuned because we know you'll want to join in the fun as we 

proudly serve our community in fun and exciting ways! 

Julia Chan 
Secretary 

Welcome back!  I’m Julia Chan, a 4
th
 year doctoral student in epidemiology and the secre-

tary of USGA.  I am also the chair of the USGA Programming Committee.  This group is re-
sponsible for organizing social events for students from each school to meet outside of an 
academic setting.  We held 4 events during the fall 2007 semester, each one well attended 
by students from all over campus. 
 
Our first event was a Welcome Back Social at Pickles Pub held in the middle of September.  
Over 300 attended and it was the perfect setting for new and returning students to mingle.  
We accepted donations of non-perishable food items and clothing for UMB’s Project Jump Start (PJS).  
PJS was very grateful for our generosity and was able to use the donations to help feed a newly 
housed family for 2 weeks. 
 
Later in the month, we held our ever-popular bullpen party (and it was against the Yankees!).  We sold 
out of our 392 tickets more than a week before the event.  And in a late-game, extra inning thriller, the 
O’s came from behind and won! 
 
On Halloween we had another social hour at Pickles.  Almost everyone who came through the door 
was in costume for the event.  Congratulations to Dan Palichowcki, who won for best male costume 
(Lite Bright), Fran Drummond, who won for best female costume (Beetle Juice), and Sam Williams 
and Pegah Parsi, who won for best couple (ambulance and ambulance chaser). 
 
Finally, we had our annual Student Appreciation Lunch right before finals.  Over 600 students enjoyed 
a hot turkey lunch.  Adam Schayowitz of the Graduate School entertained attendees with his balloon 
creations and the bookstore provided giveaways.  We were able to donate a lot of delicious leftovers 
to PJS. 
 
This upcoming semester the Programming Committee has several events planned.  First is a Valen-
tine’s Day Social in February and we will once again have speed dating.  We also will have another 
social hour, an O’s game bullpen party, and a student lunch before the end of the term.  The Program-
ming Committee and all of USGA thank all students for attending our previous events and look forward 
to seeing you again this spring! 

Jannet Hseih 

Chief of Public Relations 

 

Welcome to the USGA Recap! 

I am the managing editor of 

the USGA Recap, the  

USGA webmaster and  

compiler of USGANews.  

I am currently a 3rd year student at the School of 

Pharmacy and SGA president. 

I chair the Communications Committee, which is 

composed of Primary Senators from each school. I 

have had the pleasure of working with great sena-

tors and Iôd like to say a special thanks to Jake 

Weissman (SSW) and Nate Marchiano (DMRT). 

This past semester has been challenging, but I en-

joy keeping everyone informed about what hap-

pens around UMB.  

If you have any comments/concerns about USGA 

News or Recap, please feel free to email me at 

yhsei001@umaryland.edu      
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Upcoming USGA Events 
For more USGANews go to: http://www.umaryland.edu/usga/news.html 

 
USGA Senate Meeting  
ALL students are invited 
Date: Wed February 6, 2008 
Time: 6pm 
Place: 2nd fl Student Center 
FREE dinner provided 

U S G A  R E C A P  

 
USGA/GSA Valentineôs Social 
Free food and SPEED DATING! 
Date: Fri February 8, 2008 
Time: 7-11pm 
Place: Pickles Pub 
Fee: $1 for students 
$3 for non-students 
Bring canned food for $1 off 
 
USGA Senate Meeting  
Date: Wed February 20, 2008 
Time: 5:30pm 
Place: 2nd fl Student Center 

Pictures from USGA Events 

photos (clockwise): USGA/GSA Halloween 

Frightfest on October 31, 2007 at Pickles Pub; 

USGA Bullpen Party O’s vs Yankees on Sep-

tember 28, 2007 at Camden Yards; USGA 

Welcome Back Social Hour on September 14, 

2007 at Pickles Pub; USGA Student Apprecia-

tion Luncheon on December 6, 2007 in MSTF 

Atrium; UMB Students at Maryland Food Bank 

on December 1, 2007. 

 

 

For more photos, check out our website: 

www.umaryland.edu/usga/resources/

pictures.html 


