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MINORITY STUDENTS NURSING ASSOCIATION: MINUTES OCTOBER 15th 2007
I. Introduction by the President:

· Hershaw Davis initiated meeting by welcoming all members. He introduced the special guests – Ms Pat Tompkins and Mr. Ronnie Ursin – representatives from BNA of greater Washington DC and Baltimore respectively. Furthermore, he announced oncoming events, as posted on the MSNA website.
II. Short lectures by Ms Tompkins and Mr. Ursin

· Ms Tompkins and Mr. Ursin’s lectures outlined the overall goal of the chapters and how all the chapters unite to achieve common good. They also explained their contributions to the community and also the benefits the chapters offer their members including:
· Partnering with the DC department of health to deliver free flu shots to the most vulnerable community members.

· Collaborating with professional organizations to promote health care and address major issues disproportionately impacting the minority population.
· Organizing professional activities gearing on healthcare policy, community health fairs, speaking engagements, and research.
· Scholarship opportunities to benefit members (including student members).
· NBNA achievement awards to deserving members who have exceptionally contributed to the organization or the community.

III. Inspiring speech by Ms Esther McCready 

· Her challenges and stumbles in gaining admission to the UMD SON as an African American female following her high school graduation in Dunbar.

· Ms McCready intentionally avoided seeking application at Provident Hospital, which at that time was the only SON for minorities.
· She gained admission at the UMD SON and encountered even more prejudices and discrimination.

· She was deprived of all the prestigious awards that she was to be recognized.

· Ms McCready finally graduated from the SON 1953

· Later she advanced her career in music school earning her BS and MS.

· Her closing words: “you can achieve anything you want as long as you remain determined”.

IV. Presentation of flowers to the special guests as an appreciation for honoring MSNA’s invitation.
V.  Closing remarks by the president.
VI. Adjourn.

	Ms Esther McCready


	Ms Patricia Tompkins (President BNA of Greater Washington DC)

	Mr. Ronnie Ursin (President, BNA of Baltimore)
	Hershaw Davis

	Benjamin Ossai
	C. Florence Nwoga

	Onyeka Ibeh
	Jennifer Mitchell

	Antoniette Baines
	Minang Dyllis

	Uchechi Asiegbu
	Susan Fonge

	Keisha OHackley
	Edward Murray

	Shannon Segress
	Candnea Cherry

	Shani Woolard (President, Student National Medical Association, UMD SOM)
	Anne Ngalga

	Dr Sandra Picot
	Ms Patricia Mitchell

	Ms Kathy Fansworth
	


In Attendance:

