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Today’s	  Agenda	  

•  Brief	  overview	  of	  the	  ASSIST	  Program	  
– Descrip.on	  and	  Terminology	  

– Roles	  
– Accessing	  the	  System	  

•  Resources	  



What	  is	  ASSIST?	  

•  Applica.on	  Submission	  System	  &	  Interface	  for	  
Submission	  Tracking	  (ASSIST)	  

•  This	  system	  was	  developed	  by	  the	  NIH	  (in	  partnership	  
with	  Grants.gov)	  to	  facilitate	  the	  prepara.on	  and	  
submission	  of	  mul.-‐project	  proposals	  

•  ASSIST	  is	  a	  web-‐based	  system	  that	  works	  in	  
conjunc.on	  with	  Grants.gov	  

•  ASSIST	  becomes	  the	  front	  end	  interface	  for	  entry	  and	  
submission	  of	  mul.-‐project	  proposals	  

•  You	  will	  create,	  modify,	  and	  submit	  proposals	  within	  
this	  system	  	  



What	  are	  the	  benefits	  of	  ASSIST?	  

•  Pulls	  info	  from	  exis.ng	  NIH	  Commons	  profiles	  
into	  the	  applica.ons	  

•  Capability	  to	  check	  the	  applica.on	  for	  errors	  
against	  both	  Grants.gov	  and	  many	  agency	  
business	  rules	  before	  submission	  

•  Capability	  to	  view	  the	  assembled	  applica.on	  
before	  submission	  

•  Generates	  Table	  of	  Contents,	  Headers,	  Footers	  
•  Tracks	  submission	  status	  from	  Grants.gov	  and	  the	  
NIH	  Commons	  



Timeline	  of	  Transi.on	  to	  ASSIST	  

hXp://grants.nih.gov/grants/ElectronicReceipt/files/Timeline_NIH_Complex_Transi.on.pdf	  



Transi.ons	  to	  ASSIST	  

•  Once	  an	  ac.vity	  code	  transi.ons,	  all	  applica.ons	  
(new,	  resubmission,	  renewal,	  and	  revision)	  to	  an	  
Funding	  Opportunity	  Announcement	  (FOA)	  for	  that	  
code	  must	  be	  submiXed	  electronically	  

•  A^er	  the	  transi.on	  for	  an	  ac.vity	  code	  occurs,	  NIH	  
WILL	  NO	  LONGER	  ACCEPT	  PAPER	  APPLICATIONS.	  	  



What	  new	  terms	  should	  we	  get	  used	  
to	  hearing?	  

•  Mul.-‐project	  Applica.on	  
–  Single	  submission	  with	  mul.ple,	  interrelated	  components	  that	  share	  a	  common	  

focus	  or	  objec.ve	  

•  Component	  
–  A	  dis.nct,	  reviewable	  part	  of	  a	  mul.-‐project	  applica.on	  for	  which	  there	  is	  a	  

business	  need	  to	  gather	  detailed	  informa.on	  	  
–  Each	  component	  includes	  the	  data	  collec.on	  iden.fied	  for	  its	  specific	  component	  

type	  
–  Typically	  involves	  people,	  sites,	  work	  and	  budget	  

•  Component	  Type	  
–  A	  named,	  agency-‐defined	  collec.on	  of	  forms	  that	  may	  be	  repeated	  within	  an	  

applica.on	  
•  Examples:	  Project,	  Admin	  Core,	  Core,	  Training,	  Career	  Dev,	  Construc.on	  

–  ‘Overall’	  is	  a	  special	  component	  type	  with	  a	  single	  occurrence	  in	  every	  complex	  
applica.on	  
•  Provides	  overview	  informa.on	  for	  the	  en.re	  applica.on	  



What	  will	  a	  mul.-‐project	  applica.on	  
contain?	  

•  One	  “Overall”	  component	  
–  Overview	  of	  the	  en.re	  applica.on	  

•  Some	  number	  of	  addi.onal	  components	  
–  Component	  types	  allowed	  will	  vary	  by	  funding	  opportunity	  

–  Funding	  Announcements	  will	  clearly	  indicate	  the	  types	  of	  
components	  expected	  in	  a	  responsive	  applica.on	  

•  Automa.cally	  prepared	  data	  summaries	  
–  Compiled	  from	  informa.on	  included	  in	  components	  

–  Helps	  reviewers	  and	  staff	  work	  with	  the	  applica.ons	  



What	  are	  the	  responsibili.es	  for	  the	  
PI,	  Department,	  and	  SPA	  in	  ASSIST?	  

•  The	  PI	  or	  department	  administrator	  
–  Enters	  the	  full	  proposal	  
–  Runs	  verifica.ons	  
–  Reviews	  the	  full	  applica.on	  image	  
– Marks	  status	  as	  “Ready	  for	  Submission”	  

•  Your	  SPA	  team	  members	  	  
–  Review	  the	  proposal	  in	  ASSIST	  and	  coordinate	  any	  
necessary	  changes	  with	  the	  department	  

–  Submit	  the	  final	  proposal	  as	  the	  Signing	  Official	  (SO)	  



How	  will	  we	  use	  Coeus	  for	  these	  
proposals?	  

•  Proposals	  created	  and	  submiXed	  via	  ASSIST	  
are	  just	  like	  other	  proposals	  created	  and	  
submiXed	  via	  Sponsor	  Electronic	  Systems	  

•  They	  will	  not	  be	  submiXed	  System-‐to-‐System	  
•  Coeus	  will	  func.on	  as	  the	  UMB	  rou.ng	  and	  
recording	  mechanism	  

•  Narra.ves	  will	  contain	  pdf	  files	  of	  the	  
applica.on	  

•  Budget	  will	  be	  entered	  at	  a	  cumula.ve	  level	  



Logging	  Into	  ASSIST	  
hXps://public.era.nih.gov/assist/public	  

Log	  In	  using	  your	  eRA	  NIH	  Commons	  User	  ID	  &	  Password	  



Resources	  
•  If	  you	  are	  preparing	  a	  proposal	  using	  ASSIST,	  please	  take	  the	  .me	  to	  watch	  

the	  NIH	  Webinar	  

•  hXp://grants.nih.gov/grants/webinar_docs/webinar_20130813.htm	  



Resources	  

•  You	  can	  log	  into	  a	  Demo	  Site	  to	  familiarize	  
yourself	  with	  the	  system	  before	  diving	  into	  an	  
actual	  proposal	  

•  Instruc.ons	  to	  do	  so	  can	  be	  found	  at	  
hXp://grants.nih.gov/grants/electronicreceipt/
files/playing_ASSIST_applicants.pdf	  



Resources	  
•  The	  SF424	  R&R	  Applica.on	  Guide	  (Version	  C	  Forms)	  has	  a	  new	  sec.on	  

about	  mul.-‐project	  proposals	  

•  hXp://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/index.htm	  



Resources	  
•  ASSIST	  has	  content	  sensi.ve	  online	  help	  that	  can	  be	  accessed	  from	  within	  

the	  applica.on	  (click	  on	  “?”)	  or	  via	  its	  own	  website	  

•  hXp://era.nih.gov/erahelp/ASSIST/	  



Key	  Take-‐Aways	  Straight	  from	  NIH	  

From:	  hXp://grants.nih.gov/grants/ElectronicReceipt/com_prepare_app.htm	  



Final	  Notes	  

•  Please	  let	  your	  SPA	  Team	  know	  when	  you	  plan	  
to	  submit	  a	  proposal	  with	  ASSIST	  

•  Star.ng	  Early	  is	  absolutely	  CRITICAL	  
•  Please	  take	  full	  advantage	  of	  the	  numerous	  
NIH	  resources	  to	  make	  the	  process	  easier	  for	  
everyone	  involved	  

•  Thanks	  for	  your	  .me!	  


