Meeting Notes

Campus Sustainability Steering Committee

August 3, 2011
Present:  R. Rowan (Facilities and Operations), C. Banks (OEA), D. Choiniere (UMMC), B. Crockett (Staff Senate),  T. Fahey (SON), A. Fowler-Young (Capital Budget and Planning), T. Green (Parking), R. Lederer (Capital Budget and Planning), J. Phillips (SOD), A. Peake-Tamm (SOL Student Rep),  G. Severance (SSW) H. Strassler (Faculty Senate), B. Taylor (Facilities and Operations), G. Viola (FM), 
New members of the committee were introduced: G. Severance representing the SSW, B. Crockett representing the staff senate and intern, R. Lederer.

A draft of the new GoGreen web page was reviewed by the group. C. Banks asked for feedback before the page is officially published. The page will include up-to-the minute data as well as feature of green leaders across the campus. Because the information on the site changes frequently, a suggestion was made to solicit students to help maintain the site. In addition, a specific group will be created on the UM Alerts for those who opt in to receive GoGreen text messages.

While researching data to include in the GoGreen web page, C. Banks has been communicating  with the University of Alabama regarding its sustainability efforts. UAB has offered to hold a conference call with UM that will include the chairs of each of the subcommittees. Anyone from the Steering Committee is invited to be a part of this conference call. A. Peake-Tamm and B. Crockett asked to be included in the call; anyone else interested should contact Bernadette Taylor at 6-0480 or btaylor@af.umaryland.edu. 
The annual Fall Festival is scheduled for September 16th and the Committee will once again host a table of information along with the Parking and Transportation Services. Volunteers are needed to man the table. Suggestions are needed on give-a-ways such as seed packets as well as the nature of the information to distribute. R. Rowan, A. Fowler-Young and  B. Taylor will work on the table.
Committee Reports

Transportation and Teleworking: Tony Green, Chair
Utilization for the car share program was down for the month of June (5.68%) compared to May (10.26%). This low number is typical of the summer months when the most active users are away from campus; numbers should increase for August/September. Currently there are 131 registered users. In addition, a pilot program is under development with the Law School who is interested in using the car share program for clinical usage. A meeting is planned to discuss the details.
The Bike Cage currently has 31 users (out of a possible 44). The camera has been installed. 
The requisition has been approved for installation of the ten new electric charging stations. Construction should begin soon.

T. Green was quoted in a recent Baltimore Sun article regarding the UM car share program.

Education and Awareness: Clare Banks, Chair 
A comparison of UM to UMCP is being developed as an information piece to be given to the Strategic Planning Committee. Also, the Green Room in the Campus Center has several programs planned for the fall. The efforts are led by F. Lilly in Academic Affairs.
Design and Construction: Terry Morse, Chair – No report
Operations: Vassie Hollamon, Chair – A. Peake-Tamm reported that there was a preliminary meeting with Customer First Renewables to discuss increasing the amount of renewable power we purchase. This group is also reviewing paved areas on campus to possibly switch to permeable surfaces.

New Business:

USGA President A. York is preparing a student volunteer pledge that asks students to pledge 20 hours of community service per semester (10 hours of clinical and 10 hours anywhere else).

An official UM teleworking policy has been reviewed and now rests in the hands of University Counsel. The committee charged with developing the policy had anticipated final approval prior to the Baltimore Grand Prix races; however, the policy may not get final approval before September.
A flex/compressed work schedule policy is being drafted for non-exempt staff. Because of Union issues that must be addressed, the policy is scheduled to be completed by the end of summer to be forwarded to the President for approval.

Discussions continue regarding MTA Redline stops on the campus. The closest stop to campus may be near the Holiday Inn on Lombard Street; the Westside stop closest to the campus may be located near the BioPark.
B. Rowan will meet with President Perman to reaffirm his commitment to campus sustainability and to bring him up to date on the progress of the Steering Committee.

A website is available (www.practicegreenhealth.org)  that gives information on how much energy different pieces of equipment generates.
UMMC would like to link the new GoGreen website to its Sustainability website.

There has been no movement on the community garden concept in conjunction with a neighboring high school. However, A. Fowler-Young, who currently chairs the Community Outreach Committee, will continue to explore the concept. 
The 2009 Climate Action Plan needs to be reviewed and updated. B. Rowan will meet with the subcommittee chairs to discuss the plan.
The next meeting will be on September 7, 2011 at 11:00 am, in GR-001 of the Saratoga Building.

B. Taylor
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