FACULTY  SENATE  MEETING

SEPTEMBER  16,  2009

MINUTES
Attendees:
Please see attached listing

Dr. Marcelo Cardarelli, President of the UMB Faculty Senate, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  He introduced Ms. Tricia O’Neill, of Academic Affairs, who presented on the new Maryland Textbook Law.

· USM is passing text book affordability measures.  Efforts to forestall legislation were unsuccessful.  The least offensive policy is written in broad language and legislation made clear they should have nothing to do with this because it speaks only generally.  Basically it is a document to help students save money.  Secondly, not change editions.  Get adoptions in early!

· Ms. O’Neill introduced Jim Reynolds, who is the liaison for the Bookstore.
After thanking Ms. O’Neill and Mr. Reynolds, Dr. Cardarelli continued with the Senate’s Agenda.

· All Senators were extended greetings from the Senate’s President and the Senators were than invited to introduce themselves.

· Update on Increase Senate representative from the Schools of Dentistry and Nursing.  Due to an increase in total number of full-time faculty, and consistent with the Senate’s By-laws, the Dental School of School of Nursing, were eligible to add one new member of the Senate.

· Inclusion of Part-Time Faculty Representation on the UMB Faculty Senate.  In following the guidelines of the USM Board of Regents, the Senate is proud to announce that the part-time faculty will be represented by two newly elected Senators:  Dr. Colin MacKenzie, of the School of Medicine and Ms. Liz Pickus of the School of social Work.

· Update on Budget – Cuts for USM are close to $90 million, with UMB’s part being $20 million.  Last year there were furloughs.  Unfortunately, the specifics cannot be disclosed right now but there will be no furloughs.  The campus will experience temporary salary cuts that will be scaled according to income.

· President Ramsay joined the meeting and continued with the budget presentation.  It seems as though the Union has leaked specifics on the ‘plan’, however, there is an embargo on this information until Friday of this week.  In furloughs last year, employees had to take four hours in the pay period for which the time was used - - this is federal law.  This year the President worked very hard in making it clear that salary reductions was UMB’s choice.  This will be a temporary reduction in salary and the advantage to this is, beginning, October 4th the temporary decrease will be spread over the next 20 pay periods (9 months).  The campus will be closed on December 23 and December 24, paid administrative leave.  The campus will benefit by shutting down electricity, etc.  Everyone will have to take those two days off.

· Salary reductions will include 1 to 5 days off, according to the noted salary scale - .75% on lower end of scale and 3.85% on upper end of scale.  Health and Safety personnel will be excluded (residents, post-docs, grad students, campus police, etc.).  All employees on 100% grants (90% or more) exempt.  Not exempt are those paid from clinical funds.

· This plan should be officially announced on Friday afternoon.

· Faculty Club Update.  Conversations with Bon Appetite have begun to be the caterer for a Club that will be housed in the Gladhill Board Room.  Progress is being made with the Club starting out with serving lunch (suggested by President Ramsay) to see how the plan works.

· UMB, with the VA, has put in a bid to secure the Social Security building (as Social Security will be moving out of the building within the next two years).

· President Search Committee Update.  Upon President Ramsay’s announcement that he would be retiring, a Search Committee was put in place.  Dr. Cardarelli was asked to serve as a member of the Committee, representing the UMB Faculty Senate.  It is a closed search, therefore, very limited in what can be discussed.  The Committee has meet once and is scheduled to meeting again on October 1, 2009.

· Dr. Donna Harrington and Rosemarie Satyshur will be added as CUSF representatives.

The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Maloney 
