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COUNCIL OF UNIVERSITY SYSTEM FACULTY

September 23, 2005

Dear Colleagues:

I hope that your 2005-06 academic year is off to a great start!

The Council of University System Faculty (CUSF), representing the faculty of the thirteen institutions in the University System of Maryland, had its first meeting of the year on September 21 at the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Studies (UMCES) campus at Horn Point.  If you are unaware of the work of CUSF, I urge you to look at the USM web page (www.usmd.edu) and to click on Councils.  That will lead you to our website housed at UMBI, home institution of our Webmaster and Secretary, Dr. John Collins.  The Council acts in an advisory capacity to the Board of Regents and the Chancellor. CUSF meets regularly with the Senate Chairs and I urge you to communicate with us either through your representatives or directly with me if you have any concerns.

At this first meeting of the year, CUSF reviewed proposals from the USM Student Council. The students brought to our attention a recent article in the Baltimore Sun (August 16, 2005, Justin Pope, Associated Press Education Writer) that highlights the findings of a report by the General Accountability Office (GAO), the investigative arm of the U.S. Congress.  The report, GAO-05-806 (July 29, 2005), deals with the cost of college textbooks.  The report finds that, “the average student spends nearly $900 on textbooks and supplies, or 26 percent of tuition and fees per year at typical public four-year colleges.”

The Council of University System Faculty (CUSF) recognizes that as the cost of tuition has continued to steadily rise over the past few years so has the cost of textbooks.  Both of these factors further burden students with the cost of attending college.

We are asking that faculty across the University System of Maryland:

· Order new editions of textbooks only if necessary.  Many times, new editions are ordered when a current edition suffices. CUSF recognizes that the availability of old editions may be an issue, but we believe that if there is no educational reason to order the newest edition, faculty should ask bookstores to help to locate copies of the old edition.

· Order textbook kits only if the supplements included with textbooks are necessary to the curriculum and instruction.  Many textbooks have been accompanied by software and other supplements that are bundled with the text.  Faculty members should be aware of the option to ask for unbundled versions that include only what they plan to use.

· Allow electronic versions of textbooks, which are usually available at a cheaper price.  

· Attempt to use more online resources in course instruction.  Campus libraries can obtain permission to scan copies of text into their system and students can use a login name and password to access the texts designated for their courses. We hesitate to strongly recommend this as a solution because it seems that at some places it is the library that bears the cost of obtaining permission.

· Order judiciously.  If you truly do not intend to use the book on a regular basis, perhaps it can be listed as optional and several copies can be kept on reserve in the campus library.

· Seek different ways to lessen the financial hardship of college textbooks. Many campuses have scholarship and financial aid packages that can be used to help students buy books.  Advocate for that on your campus.

· Make ISBN numbers for required textbooks available to students well before the beginning of the semester so that students can shop around.  Posting them on department web pages makes them available to everyone.

· Be aware of the price of the textbooks and other materials that you choose to require.  

I invite faculty members to add their own suggestions to this list.  Let us know what works on your campus or department to cut costs for students!

I have attached a copy of the article from the Baltimore Sun as well as the executive summary of the GAO report.  I want to compliment the students who first brought this to our attention, Nicolas Aragón, Chair; Brian S. Bailey, Vice Chair; and Otis Dupree, Secretary-Treasurer of the Student Council of the University System of Maryland.  They have handled the issue with maturity and skill.

Sincerely,

Martha J. Siegel, Ph.D.

Professor of Mathematics

Towson University

Chair, Council of University System Faculty 2005-2006

