Faculty Data Storage Plan

The Center for Information Technology Services (CITS) offers remote, secure backup storage at the 300 West Lexington Street computer facility for faculty engaged in research.  The following information defines the data storage program.
CITS surveyed faculty to determine the need for back-up data storage.  Seventy-one percent of surveyed faculty members indicated that they would like to take advantage of a program that provides them with secure backup storage for research data.  
CITS has purchased sufficient storage to allow each faculty member to receive one terabyte (1TB) of free storage.  Once the storage is provisioned, a network drive on the researcher’s computer is created so that faculty can easily and seamlessly move data files from their desktop to the storage device via this network drive.  Researchers currently use many platforms and operating systems to store their primary storage. In order to ensure access to the storage equipment in 300 West Lexington Street from behind the numerous school and department firewalls for each of these platforms, each faculty member who expresses interest in this program will be personally visited, if requested, to determine the proper technical configuration.  CITS staff works with researchers and/or their IT staff and implement the correct technical path for access to the data storage equipment.  If a faculty member needs more than 1TB of storage to back-up his or her research data, a block of additional 4TB can be purchased for $1,000 as a one-time cost.  Researchers with storage needs beyond that can purchase 5TB blocks of storage through CITS at market rates (currently $3,500 for 5TB) and still eliminate environmental and many administrative costs associated with maintaining large storage facilities.
This program is coordinated by Chris Phillips in CITS. He can be contacted at (410) 706-2261 or by e-mail at: cphillip@umaryland.edu. He is able to schedule an assessment of connection requirements and provide additional information for researchers interested in this program.
