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[image: http://chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/files/2011/03/keyboard.jpg]Over the past two years, Dr. Williams and I have been working on research concerning accessible design and digital resources. Accessible design is what makes it possible for people with disabilities to use digital resources as fully as people without disabilities do. Just over a year ago, I started development on a few plugins for Omeka, the content management system for scholarly collections (and a ProfHacker favorite). My goal has been to create plugins that would make it easy for administrators of Omeka-powered collections to increase the accessibility of their sites for end users.
One of these Omeka plugins, called Access Keys, allows site administrators to specify access keys (or keyboard shortcuts) for navigating around Omeka. People who are blind do not navigate Web sites through a graphical user interface; they usually rely exclusively on their keyboard. Access keys are time-saving shortcuts that allow them to navigate quickly and easily. For instance, an administrator could specify that the access key “s” would be reserved for loading the “Search” page, the “h” key could be reserved for the “Home” page, the “a” key for the “About” page, and so on.
Recently, I was able to port the Omeka version of the plugin over to WordPress. The WordPress plugin, called Accessibility Access Keys is now listed on the WordPress.org Plugin Directory. It can be downloaded and installed on any WordPress-powered site to instantly make it a little more accessible. (Note: the plugin can be installed on self-hosted WordPress sites, but not on WordPress.com sites.)
The WordPress version of the plugin lets an administrator specify access keys for “home page,” “search page,” “skip to main content” (allowing a user to jump past repetitive navigational elements), and “jump to top of page.” And an administrator can also set what I’ve termed “custom access keys.” A custom access key can send the user to any URL the admin chooses to associate with that key. So, if you wanted an access key for a specific page in WordPress, or an outside URL like your Twitter or Facebook page, you could specify one.
In addition, this plugin comes with a widget that will notify the end user of the access keys that are in use on the site. It can be placed on any site template with an open sidebar space, and can be customized with an administrator-specified title.
This plugin is still in its early days, and there are still several improvements that could be made, but if you have a WordPress-based Web site and would like to try it out, please download it and let me know what you think. I’m open to all feedback I can get to make this plugin better. The plugins are also open sourced, so if you’re a developer and would like to contribute, you can do so on our GitHub project site.
You can find out more about this plugin by visiting my project website and blog at AccessibleFutures.org.
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