Glossary or Terms & Explanations

FTP - File Transfer Protocol. –  A part of the TCP/IP standard suite which allows data files to be transported across networks.

Client – An individual’s hardware/software computer system (i.e., desktop or laptop).

Server – Term used for hardware/software computer system that provides support for clients to access multiple applications and resources, e.g. printers, etc.
IP - Internet Protocol – an “open standard” format by which data can be transmitted across wide area networks.

ISDN Line – a digital phone line available from most telephone companies that is served over copper pairs from a telephone central office to a home or business. Allows for transmission speeds up to 128 Kb/sec.

Bit – Binary digits with a value of zeros and ones, which when combined in groups of eight (a byte) allows representation of letters, numbers, symbols, etc. It is the baseline for representing data. It is also used as the basic measurement for the transmission of data across networks (bps).

Kilobits (Kb) – approximately 1,000 bits (125 bytes)

Megabits (Mb) – approximately 1,000,000 bits (125,000 bytes)

Video Protocols:

H323 Protocol: Standards based protocol associated with the transmission of audio, video and data over a packet switched wide area network (Internet). Used with transmission over Ethernet. 

H320 Protocol: Standards based protocol associated with the transmission of audio, video and data over the PSTN (Public Switched Telephone Network). Usually used with transmission over ISDN or “dedicated” circuits/bandwidth.
Data Transmission Speed Examples:

Typical Phone line (56 Kb modem) – 56,000 bits/second – 6,750 characters/sec – 4.5 pages of text/sec.

ISDN Line (128 Kb/second) – digital transmission - 128,000 bits/sec -  16,000 characters/sec – 10.5 pages of text/sec.

384 Kb/sec – 384,000 bits per second – 48,000 characters per second – 32 pages per second.
Storage Capacity Examples:

Byte – eight (8) bits.  The unit used to represent a single letter, number, special character, etc.  The measurement means for disk space and memory.

Kilo Byte (KB) – 1,000 bytes.  A printed page is approximately 1.5KB, 1,500 bytes.

Mega Byte (MB) – 1,000,000 bytes. Approximately 667 pages of printed material.

Kilo = 1,000 thousand

Mega = 1,000,000 million

Giga = 1,000,000,000 billion

