Internet2…You’ve got it!
If you haven’t heard already, UMB is a primary member of the Internet2 consortium.  The Internet2 consortium is made up of approximately 200 universities and over 20 major research centers, which are working in partnership with industry and government to develop and deploy advanced network applications and technologies.

The Internet2/Abilene network is over 1000+ times faster than the commercial Internet (Internet1) and more that 15,000 times faster than a typical home broadband Internet connection.  It is much faster because of fewer connection points, or routing points when information is sent or received between Internet2 member institutions.  It is also faster because it uses high-speed contemporary technology and because of its restricted use by only about 200 institutions.  
It is important to note that you already have access to this network.  There is nothing special that you have to do in order to use it!  Computers connected to the UMB network have an immediate and direct connection to the Internet2/Abilene network.  A campus router “knows” the addresses of those 200 or so institutions that are members of Internet2, and routes information over the Abilene network when information is sent to one of those addresses.  If, for example, you were to click on your web browser and type in the address:  www.ucla.edu, the technology would know that UCLA is an Internet2 member institution and will direct the traffic of your request over the Internet2/Abilene network.  

The primary reason why UMB is a member of this consortium is because our peer institutions and major research centers are members.  This high-speed network makes online collaboration possible, since it offers the opportunity to send and receive applications and large data-sets much faster through the Internet.  The Internet2/Abilene network also enables videoconferencing, and a very high quality of video transmission between Internet2 sites.  
For more information about Internet2, the Internet2 website address is:


www.Internet2.edu
